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Executive summary 

To advise the Committee of the provisional outcomes of key 
stage assessments and examination headlines for the BCP 
2018/19 cohort. 

 

Recommendations 

It is RECOMMENDED that: 

The Committee note and comment on this report and agree 
to consider a fully validated data report and Ofsted update 
at the March 2020 meeting. 

Reason for 
recommendations 

To provide the committee with an early oversight of outcomes 
for young people in BCP.  In March to receive a more detailed 
report that updates on contextualised data and that will 
highlight the performance of specific organisations, subjects 
and vulnerable groups across all key stages and phases. 
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Background 

 

1. This is the first report on school data in BCP as a new single area.  This reflects 

outcomes for the educational system in the academic year 2018/19. 



2. There are 96 schools in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (BCP) including 6 

special schools, 16 schools with sixth form provision, as well as one FE provider 

and 3 universities. 

3. In 2019 there were 50,678 children and young people in the school system from 

Reception to Year 14 with 26,951 in Primary Phase, 19,296 in Secondary Phase 

and 3,611 in Cross Phase provision. 

Early Years 

4. There are many positives in relation to Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

from 2019 in BCP. Provision is of a high standard (99.5% early years providers 

were rated Good or Outstanding). 

5. Standards in Early Years are moderated against the Government’s Framework 

that measures how many young children show signs of a Good Level of 

Development (GLD). 

6. Children are assessed against the framework looking at communication, 

emerging educational and learning skills and this creates a score that measures 

their development. 

7. 73.9% of children in BCP achieved a good level of development in Early Years 

Foundation Stage (71.8% nationally). 

8. Areas of priority that are being looked at by officers in Early Years and School 

Standards’ Teams include; 

a. Reading and skills that support reading 

b. A significant gap between girls and boys reaching a GLD (BCP boys GLD 

66.8%, BCP Girls GLD 81.3%).  

 

Key Stage 1 

9. Phonics, given the gap between boys and girls at the start of  KS1 and the 

additional impact on summer born boys, there is a need to look cross phase at 

reading promotion. 

10. Whilst Phonics Screening end of Year 1 results are exactly in line with national at 

82%, there is evidence that more could be done to deliver quicker progress 

through effective intervention in reading. 

11. End of KS1 results are above national (BCP 93% and National 91%).  

12. Areas of priority that are being looked at by officers in Early Years and School 

Standards’ Teams include; 

a. The groups who emerged in EY as falling behind their peers in achieving 

their learning goals for reading and writing are boys, the economically 

disadvantaged and SEND pupils. These pupils are not going on to be 

successful in their Phonic Screening Test in Year 1. 



b. When compared to National, both at the end of Year 1 and KS1, results 

are above national for all groups except boys. 

 

Key Stage 2 

13. As with KS1, overall BCP is doing better than National in many areas, for 

example with Reading Writing Maths (RWM) 66.6% of pupils achieved the 

expected standard (64.9% nationally, provisional). 

14. However, as is the case at KS1, gaps are wider between the relative 

performances of boys compared to girls in reading and writing.  

15. Progress scores between KS1 – KS2 for all pupil groups are negative in reading, 

writing and mathematics.  

16. Progress made in reading is significantly slower compared to writing and 

mathematics. 

17. Areas of priority that are being looked at by officers in the School Standards’ 

Teams include; 

a. Transitions of information about pupils and their curriculum across 

educational years, phases and organisations. 

b. Boys performance, particularly in reading. 

Key Stage 4 

18. Key Stage 4 outcomes remain above the National average although with the BCP 

Attainment 8 score dropping slightly to 49.6 (46.7 nationally).  

19. Performance at numbers entering the EBacc has dipped a little but is still well 

above National at 44.8% (39.7% nationally).  

20. BASICs (achievement of Grade 4 or Grade 5 in English and Maths) is above 

National, although there was a slight dip compared to performance in 2018. 

21. Maths results across BCP saw the largest fall. Both Grade 4+ and Grade 5+ 

measure have fallen by 1.5 and 3.1 percentage points respectively.  

22. Areas of priority that are being looked at by officers in the School Standards’ 

Teams include; 

a. Disadvantaged and other vulnerable groups and their contextual 

outcomes, progress and the value for money of interventions to improve 

their educational offer and results. 

b. Transitions of information about pupils and their curriculum across 

educational years, phases and organisations 

c. Mathematics outcomes at GCSE and development of Maths interventions 

for more able pupils and pathways into Level 3 Maths family subjects. 

 



Key Stage 5 

23. In BCP the average grade students achieved in their academic qualifications at 

Level 3 was C+ or Average Points Score (APS) of 34.84 compared to 33.35 in 

2018. This is in line with National and better than the previous academic year. 

24. Students following an applied route achieved well with an average grade of Dist- 

with an APS of 31.38, compared to 30.14 in 2018. This continues to be well 

above National which in was an average grade of a Merit+ and APS 28.45 

25. Areas of priority that are being looked at by colleagues in the School Standards’ 

Teams include; 

a. There are too many small sixth forms offering a limited number of courses 

and with a very narrow focus 

b. Sufficiency of applied and technical courses on offer in BCP both at Levels 

2, 3 and 4 to meet industry need and student interest 

c. Retention of students on courses and progression of KS4 NCOP students 

onto Level 3 provision 

Summary of financial implications  

26. There are no direct financial implications in the production of this for information 

report.  

Summary of legal implications  

27.  There are no direct legal implications in the production of this for information 

report.  

Summary of human resources implications  

28.  There are no direct human resources implications in the production of this for 

information report. The report has been produced across existing teams in BCP 

Children’s Services in partnership. 

Summary of environmental impact  

29. The supporting documents and content have been produced and shared digitally 

and the content will be re-used and shaped as appropriate for public information 

and sharing within BCP on electronic platforms to reduce our carbon footprint. 

Summary of public health implications  

30. Not applicable. 



Summary of equality implications  

31. The report already emphasises areas of inequality and some strategies to 

address those. When the progress data is available in March, a report will be 

presented that looks much more specifically and in detail at those groups, 

postcodes and cohorts that are at risk of educational inequality. 

Summary of risk assessment  

32. Not applicable 

Background papers  

33. From March 2020, an educational website and knowledge hub will be launched 

where there will be access and links to information, reports and data that support 

this and future papers. 

Appendices  

Appendix 1: Glossary of terms in relation to national assessments, educational 
results and educational phases. 

Appendix 2: Slide pack to support the report with highlighted information and 
data. 


